S7
-
‘ (L
i, L i .

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

e Mu, 10-300 REV. (8/771

" UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INVENTGORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

U NAME

HISTORIC

ANNVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT

AND/QR COMMON

YHLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER Lebanon Stes %Xlor St L Marshall St.
Rounded by: & Quittapahilla Creek __NGT FOR PUBLICATION
. CITY. TOWN R CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
- Annville — VICINITY OF
STATE . 2 ' UNTY CODE
Pennsylvania yiv3 Te'Binon :
BEYCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY " OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
X_DISTNCT —PUBLIC > OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) X,PRIVATE . —UNOCCUPIED . COMMERCIAL —PARK
__STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL X__.PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT X RELIGIOUS
—0QBJECT INPROCESS - -_YES: RESTRICTED X_GOVERNMENT ~-SCIENTIFIC
~—-BEING CONSIDERED —-YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL - TRANSPGRTATION
7NO —MILITARY ~OTHER:”
FIIOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME . .
Multiple (see attached list)
STREET & NUMBER :
Y. TOWN STATE
—_ VICINITY OF
FALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF peeps,erc.  Recorder of Deeds, Municipal Building

STREET & NUMBER

400 S. Eighth Street

CITY, TOWN STATE

Lebanon Pennsylvania
i REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Inventory of Historic Places
DATE . o .
12/’ 7"’ —FEDERAL ‘%‘;.STATE —~COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
survey Recoros Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
CITY, TOWN i STATE
Harrisburg Pennsylvania




R DESCRIPTION ® | ¢

oy

i e CONDITION . CHECK ONE | CHECK ONE
<7 —EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED . __ORIGINAL SITE
X..Gooo _.RUINS - X_Am-:nsu . __MOVED DATE

~FAIR ) —-UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Town of Annville is located on the north bank of the Quittapahilla
Creek. The Quittapahilla meanders through the Lebanon Valley and in the
Annville area was easily dammed as a source of water power. The original
impatus to settlement was the location of several grist mills which served
the surrounding agricultural community.

The area was originally settled by Scotch-Irish squatters in the
1720s, but it was not until 1763-64 that the town was formally laid out.
The land encompassing the present town was owned by Andrew Miller, Adam
Ulrich and Abraham Raiguel and each laid out his plots somewhat inde-
pendently of the other. Street widths and alignment irregularities are
particularly noticeable where the three sedors meet at Main and Lan-
caster Streets. The basic lot size was 66*' by 200*, the 66 foot measure-
ment being the length of Gunter's chain, a measuring device invented in
1620 by Edmund Gunter, an English mathematician. Building specifica-
tions were established with the building line established so that 8 feet
were allotted for sidewalks. Homes were built with no front yards so-
that the optimum size back yard could be used for gardens. Alleys ran

" behind the lots allowing for access to barns and carriage sheds.

. "Barly houses were generally constructed of log. These were prin-
cipally located along Queen Street on the west end of town near the
Herr mills. In the late 18th century other mills were constructed by
Abraham Raiguel on the south side of the Quittapahilla and on the creek
at King Street. Captain Alexander Graydon in 1789 tabulated the number
of houses in the villages of the county. At that time Annville had
35 houses.

| The development of Annville proceeded in a linear fashion east along
Queen and Main Streets. Small factories were established in the 16th
century for the manufacture of silk and felt hats and several hotels
were constructed along Main Street to service travellers along the
Berks-Dauphin Turnpike which was built through the town in 1817. The
coming of the railroad and the opening of large iimestone quarries west
of town in 1360 brought a new prosperity to the town. Factories were
built along the railroad north of town for the manufacture of shirts,
handkerchiefs and shoes and the new industrialists built their Victorian
mansions along East Main Street.

The historic district encompasses the residential core of 18th-19th
century Annville with the building styles ranging from primitive 18th
century log houses to imposing nso-classical and Victorian mansions.
Approximately 30 log houses still survive in the west end of town. The

extensive limestone deposits in the area permitted the construction of
a large number of stone hcuses. These were generally constructed in the

_late 18th and early 19th centuries and are sometimes of imposing size.
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Brick was not used in Annville to any extent till after 1840.
Prior to that date there were only 3 brick houses in the town. A basic
mid-19th century style house replaced many of the earlier log houses.
This style is a 23 story gable roof house with a story rear wing which
usually has a 2—story balcony porch on the rear wing and a l-story
hipped roof porch on the facade. Woodwork and trim are generally of -
Victorian design and rather uniform throughout the district with the
same basic design pattern being used. The houses of East Main Street
were built after 1850 and are of a variety of Victorian designs. The
most prominent style is a modified Queen Anne.

In the district there are approximately 300 houses and commercial
buildings, not counting the numerous sheds, garages, and small barns
that run along the rear property lines. Of this number less than 10%
could be considered intrusiens. Intrusions are generally modern com-
mercial structures, the major concentrations being the intersection
of Main Street and White Oak Street and a one block area on West

. Queen Street. Aside from the main intersection, these buildings do
not seriously detract from the overall appearance of the district.
The 18th and early 19th century west end presents a picture of an
early Germanic linear community which as it moves eastward reflects
the changes in architectural style and planning until one reaches the
late 19th century Victorian mansions.

A number of the buildings in the district are of spec1al note.
The Blever House on South White Cak Street was constructed in 1814.
This 2% story limestone house with a two-story rear wing has a fine
c1a531ca1 doorway. The ©Ppilastered and reeded doorway as well as the
wide cornice are decorated with a fine pickwork pattern. The Golden
Swan Inn at 202 West Main Street also have excellent detail in its
woodwork. This classical ornamentation includes dentil work and
beaded molding as well as classical entablatures and a fine corner
doorway. Most of the late 18th century and early 19th century houses
and inns still have their original woodwork and exterior decoration.
This woodwork is generally of a classical nature with pedimented
entrances, molded or boxed cornices with dentil work, and pent eaves.

\ A number of fine examples of vernacular log houses also are
evident partlcularly in the west end of town. The log house at 437
West Main Street is a simple 1% story structure with small square
windows and gable chlmneys. The log housps of West Queen Street are
?umiuabiL: 1;91 in iz @neralWy belng 2% stories. UlNpst of thsse
‘ f;Zaugs. Jictorian po ?Mn and cornice dQCOI‘athHo added to their
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. Many of the earlier houses had Victorian decorations added to
their facades. There are generally two styles, both of which appear
to be standardized through the town. One style shows Italianate
influence with heavy brackets and molded window hoods. The other
style is a modified Gothic gingerbread with decorative bargeboards
and ornamental porches. The same pattern for this woodwork was
used throughout the town.

_ The east end of Main Street has a distinct Queen Anne influence.
The most outstanding example is the Light House at 243 East Main
Street. This house has numerous projecting bays and gables, 2nd and
3rd story porches and decorative woodwork. Other houses of partic-
ular note are marked with an asterisk in the Inventory.



€3 SIGNIFICANCE o | @ ST iy

E PERIOD o AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
: .pnéuusromc _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
1400-1499 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW . . .._S_CIENCE
‘1 500-1599 _ AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE ~ _SCULPTURE
—1600-1699  “* ARCHITECTURE ~ " _EDUCATION - : - . _MIUTARY © ot SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X 1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC _ THEATER
X 1800-1899 —_COMMERCE \_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
. X1s00. __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —_POUTICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Annville Historic District is an excellent example of those
linear communities which developed along early roads and waterways.
It contains a wide variety of examples of the architectural styles
and building practices prevalent in Central Pennsylvania in the 18th
and 19th centuries. Many of the buildings are outstanding examples
of their type and merit individual recognition. Collectively, the
buildings present an outstanding picture of the settlement and growth
of the small town from the primitive log cabins to the Georgian stone
houses and taverns, to the standard frame workers® houses to the
imposing Victorian mansions of the 19th century industrialists.

Annville was formerly laid out in 1763-64 by Andrew Miller, Adam
Ulrich and Abraham Raiguel. Prior to that date the settlement pattern
was erratic with houses clustered near the mills located along the
Quittapahilla Creek. The oldest remaining builéing is the emall 1%
story stone house (1753) known as the Mary Gass house at Cumberland
and King Streets. The earliest western and eastern.boundaries were
the Quittapahilla and White Oak Street. About this ‘time the name
Annville replaced the earlier name for the settlement, Millerstown.
Legend has it that the town was named after either Miller®s wife or
Queen Anne, patroness of the Palatine Germans who constituted many of

the original inhabitants.

The town originally functioned as an agricultural service community
for the rich farmland to the south. Small manufacturing establishments
developed in the 19th century and for a short time Annville was an
important center for the manufacture of silk and felt hats. A number
of hotels were built along Main Street. Of particular note was the

Golden Swan Inn (now Rich's Bar) which has exquisite classical doorways
and woodwork.

In 1840 Annville had 600 people, 120 houses, only 3 of which were
brick, 5 stores, 5 taverns, 4 churches, 3 schools and 1 academys. The
Annville Academy was established in 1834 and in 1866 under the aegis of
the United Brethren Church became Lebanon Vzlley College. The mid-19th
century saw the development of large limestone quarries west and north
of town: These plus the proximity of the railroad brought a new
prosperity to the community. The development of East Main Street
with 1t$'many fine Victorian howmes was a direct result of this new
prosverity. T
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Some of the local citizenry served as elected officials in
federal and state governments. Aaron S. Kreider and John W. Killinger
were U. S. Congressmen. George W. Hoverter, Theodore Kline, John
Imboden, and E. Benjamin Bierman served in the Pennsylvania House
and John H. Kinport, merchant and first president of the Annville
National Bank, served as a judge in the county courts for 10 years.

The writer in Beer's Atlas predicted that Annville was a village
"destined to be a place of considerable importance re long, as it has
excellent manufacturing facilities and plenty of room to grow." A
modest growth did continue till the end of the century, but after that
date development dropped off rapidly as the manufacturing establish-
ments moved to other nearby locations. Even the train station was
removed to New Cumberlande. The community today is largely residential
with most industry and commercial services located in nearby communi-
ties. The absence of extensive 20th century development has preserved
the 19th century appearance of the community.
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ANNVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Boundary Description

The Annville Historic District encompasses the original
settlement area that developed in an easterly direction
along Queen Street and Main Street and the late 19th century
development along East Main Street. The area between Marshall
Street and the Quittapahilla is in the flood plain of the
Creek and has only limited modern development. The area to
the north of Lebanon Street is of mixed 19th and 20th century
developed with a different character than that of the pro-
posed historic district.

Beginning at the point where Route 422 crosses the
Qui ttapahilla Creek and proceeding in a southerly direction
along the east bank of the Creek for 700 feet to the point
where the Marshall Street extension meets the Creek; thence
due east along the north side of Marshall Street for 2900
feet to its intersection with White Oak Street; thence pro-
ceeding along the east side of White Oak Street for 100 feet
to South Poplar Street; thence north along the east side of
South Poplar Street for 250 feet to the rear property line
of those properties fronting on Eazst Queen Street; thence
east along said line for 225 feet to the west side of South
Manheim Street; thence north along West Manheim Stre et to
its intersection with East Queen Street; thence due east
along the north side of East Queen Street to Stuart Street;
thenc e north along the west side of Stuart Street to East
Cumberland Street; thence east along the north side of
Cumberland Street for 1950 feet to the property line of
the U.C.Cse Church Home; thence due north for 150 feet to
the north side of East Main Street; thence east to the inter-
section of North Saylor Street; thence north along the west
side of North Saylor Street to Lebanon Street; thence due
west along the south side of Lebanon Street for 6200 feet
to the Quittapahilla Creek; thence south along the Creek to
the point of beginning.
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